
Tribute to Baruch Blumberg

Baruch Blumberg’s spirit left Earth in the ideal way. In Hebrew we use the words mot beshikar – death 

with a kiss and with no suffering.

Baruch was a remarkable man. A scholar, an administrator, a leader and a visionary, and he was 

modest. He had a tremendous enthusiasm for exploring – he had his feet on the ground and his head in 

the stars. Both his public and private life related to the same person. The warmth and general affection 

that he showed to all his friends and colleagues and his kindness, sensitivity, together with his humour, 

made Baruch an exceptional man who was universally liked.

He combined intellectual and personal honesty, kindness, professional integrity, a great deal of 

common sense, imaginative skills, goodness of heart to everyone. He was widely respected throughout 

the world and many countries, such as Korea, which practically worshipped him, since his introduction 

of his vaccine for Hepatitis B has saved millions of lives. He had a sense of fun and mischief and of 

honour that made being with him so exciting and so exhilarating. He loved interacting with United 

Therapeutics. He loved the company.

We shall celebrate and remember Baruch’s achievements. We shall mourn the loss of a great friend and 

scientist. He leaves, as it says in the Talmud, the greatest crown of all – the crown of a good name. To 

paraphrase Yates: our glory was, we had such a friend.

--Professor Raymond Dwek, FRS



Professor Baruch Blumberg 

• Postgraduate 1955 – 1957

• Visiting Fellow of Trinity 1972

• Nobel Prize Winner 1976

Master of Balliol 1989 - 1994
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Baruch Blumberg-- The Oxford Connection– A Tribute



Radcliffe Science Library



Professor Alexander Ogston

1911 - 1996

President of Trinity College 

1970 - 1978

“his scientific bent was for sensible solutions”

“I was one whom he influenced.

His scientific style had an enormous effect on mine”.. Memorial Oration by BSB



1989-BARUCH BLUMBERG

JOINS THE GLYCOBIOLOGY 

INSTITUTE



Hepatitis B Foundation
Cause for a Cure

 Comprehensive information  www.hepb.org

A million visits a year and growing…

 B-Informed Patient Conferences 

 Telephone helpline & email info@hepb.org

 Legislative testimony to improve US immunization rates

 Intern and fellowship programs to cultivate the researchers

 Free B-Informed newsletter & monthly e-newsletter        

 Team that is working on a National Strategy for Viral  

Hepatitis  

Co-founder B.S. Blumberg

1991
We knew we would conquer the iminosugar mountain, ..... but we 

needed 

Martine’s  vision 

and helping 

hand.....

http://www.hepb.org/


2005



Geographic Distribution of HBV Infection

> 8% High

2-7 % Intermediate

<2 % Low

• 2 billion people 

infected  

• 350 million are 

carriers and at 

high risk of 

chronic liver 

disease & liver 

cancer



OGBI, LoC, APS



2002 Glycobiology Institute

Opening Unither Antiviral Unit 2006
Book Launch 2002

First  Unither Virology    

Lecture  2006

2009

Oxford



The Institute of Biology

Oxford 2010

celebrating Darwin’s 200th birthday




